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The existence of a Japanese
League in Honolulu and Hilo.
though organized for political pur-

poses, need alarm no one. The
avowed objects of the Association
are entirely legitimate and the
character of jv nuuuiber of the gen-

tlemen who, according to the Lib-erala- re

prominent promoters, is a
guarantee that the avowed and the
real objects are the same. What-

ever objections there may be to the
extension of the franchise to the
large Japanese population of these
islands, no one will deny the right
of the Japanese to seek by all
peaceful and lawful means to ob-

tain the admission of their nation-

ality to the ballot. We do not
believe that any but peaceful
means will be attempted or even
thought The character several

the gentlemen said to be con-

nected with this new Association is
a high one, as all who are acquaint-

ed with the leaders of the Japanese
colony can testify. The existence
of an organization with the objects
named bears out the declaration of
Mr. Fujii, when he said Japan
hopod--t- o obtain the franchise for
her Bubiects in Hawaii.
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A CHEAP TRICK.

One of the commonest frauds
perpetrated by anonymous corres-

pondents is their practice of vary-

ing their signatures while still
harping on the same theme. This
produces the same sort of illusion
as does a palace of mirrors, adding
a couple of ciphers to the one re-

curring I. Readers are naturally
led to believe that there is a differ-

ent writer for every signature, and
suppose that where there is so
much smoke there must b"e some
fire. A single indefatigable writer
thus comes to stand for the sen-

timent of a whole party, when no
party at all exists outside of his
own brain.

The trick referred to is exempli
fied by the anon3'mous letters which
appear occasionally aimed against
the cause of annexation. We have
reason to believe that a single indi-

vidual really stands sponsor for a
number of these, though he bides
his identity behind a multitude of
pseudonyms. The fraud thus prac-

ticed is not an honorable one, and
the newspaper which connives at
it must share the burden of dis-

honor.

A GOOD SIG.V.

We publish this morning a gra-

phic account from the pen of our
Kohala correspondent of an enthu-
siastic annexation meeting which
has lately been held in Kohala.
The meeting, which was partici-
pated in by natives, is an interest-
ing and encouraging sign of the

v times, and as an evidence of a
better tone of feeling among the
natives it stands by no means
alone. The cause of annexation
is making more progress among
the Hawaiians of the country dis-

tricts than it is in this city, and
this is only an expression of a
constant tendency in Hawaiian
politics. The country natives
hav6 always been less subject to
the influence of demagogues and
more open to rational views than
those of Honolulu. Advices from
other quarters indicate that the
cause of annexation is gaining in
popularity, among the Hawaiian
element, as it comes to be better
understood.

NOT TBDE.

There was an absurd rumor cir-

culated Tuesday afternoon to the
effect that the British flag was to
be raited on the island of Niihau.
To those who perhaps may not be

informed in these matters it may
not be amiss to state that the pri-

vate ownership of an island, whe-

ther by an individual, a corpora-

tion or a government, does not carry

any tovereigtity or jurisdiction with

it. The owners of Niihau have a

perfect right to raise the British flag

on that island if they see fit, but
the act carries no more conse
quences with it than the flying of
the American flag at a place of

business on Fort street or on a pri-

vate residence at Waikiki.
We mention this rumor, not

merely for the purpose of contra-

dicting it, but also as an illustra-

tion of the absurd stories which so

easily get afloat, and as a warning
against the too easy credulity
which is so general. Nine-tenth- s

of the idle tales which pass from

mouth to mouth are born of some-

body's hopes or fears "the brood
of foil without father bred ''and
have not even the suggestion of
any foundation. They are in most
cases without the semblance of
probability, and yet they are cur-

rent, and what is more remarkable
thev are believed. In times like

these it behooves men of sense to set
a watch upon the door of their lips
and check that propensity to hand
on mere speculation as fact, from
which even rational men are apt
not to be altogether free. Street-corn- er

gossiping is the fruitful par-

ent of rumor, one form of idleness
begetting another, but it is a prac-

tice deeply rooted in the habits and
propensities of the male kind and
will not cease until human nature
changes.

THE FRANCHISE FOR HAWAIIANS.

Our new evening contemporary,
the Hawaiian Star, is doing a good
work in calling the attention of
Hawaiians to the fact that there is
no intention to exclude them from
the franchise. As a matter of fact
the statement that the natives were
to be deprived of the franchise is
simply a fiction of the Govern-
ment's enemies, invented in order
to make it and its cause odious to
the native population. In this they
have shown a very just idea of
Hawaiian feeling, for nothing is so
repugnant to the Hawaiians as the
prospect of being deprived all voice
in the management of what they
regard as their own country.
The fear of this is the
deepest root of their opposition
to the proposed change, and
when they are well assured that
their rights will be respected under
the new order, such hostility to it
as many of them feel, will in a
large measure cease.

The difficulty with annexation
in the miuds of Hawaiians is that
it is to them a terra incognita.
Thej-- are utterly ignorant as to
what their new status will be, and
many of them entertain the most
extravagant fears in regard to it.
Of the common people many sup-
pose that their lands will be taken
away from them, or that they will
be reduced to a state of slavery,
while others again imagine that
they will be driven to the moun-

tains, or deported altogether.
These foolish fancies are nourished
by the papers of Mr. Bush and
Liliuokalani, which abound in
unblushing falsehoods and abuse
without stint the simplicity and
credulity of the natives.

Hawaiians of the better sort are,
however, coming to a fuller knowl-
edge of the meaning of annexation,
and many of them are already
heartily in its favor. The best
Hawaiians in the last Legislature
are Equarely registered on the an-

nexation side, and their course is
serving as an example for many
others. The Annexation Club lists
have received signatures from many
Hawaiians not only in Honolulu,
but throughout this island and in
Maui and Kauai. It is safe to as-

sume that when the natixes have
once tasted the practical henefitB
of annexation, reactionaries and
royalists will be a very scarce
article.

THE SAD FATE OF J. WAIAHAD.

(From Paily. April 6.)

The Hawaiian Evangelical Asso-

ciation is now in tession. The
Kaumakapili Church is represented
by that pillar of monarchy and
light of heathen orthodoxy, J. Ala-

pai, who has lately been acquitted
on a charge of superstitious prac-

tices by the vote? of a number of
his brother heathen. Alupai does
not love the pastor of the church,
Rev. J. Waiamau, and he is the
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head of a party in- - the church

which is trying to get rid of him.
Yesterday these individuals, to the

number of about a hundred, pre-

sented a petition asking or de-

manding the dismissal of the
pastor. The grounds alleged con

stitute a very vanett assortment.
They are, first, a difference of opin-

ion in regard to church manage-

ment; second, the alleged fact

that Mr. Waiamau has made some
false and deceitful statements
(which the petition does not fur-

ther specify). In the third
place these pious churchmen com-

plain because Mr. Waiamau re
ceived from them and receipted
for certain moneys which they
should not have paid without a
vote of the church. Finally, the
petitioners allege aE the chief and

nt ground for Mr. Waia-mau-'s

dismissal the fact that
"the Church is in debt to him."
The last reason will undoubt-

edly be conclusive to the
whole debtor class. We all
know, particularly during the
first week of the quarter, the noxi-

ous and damnable nature of credi-

tors. If Mr. Waiamau sustains
this cruel and unchristian relation
towards his defenceless parishion-

ers he 3nould bo deposed from his
nastorate without a moment's de
lay. As the Evangelical Associa
tion is to act on his case this
morning, it is safe to assume that
his doom is sealed.

The sad fate of the Eev. J. Wai-

amau should serve as a warning to
his brother Hawaiian pastors
throughout the group. There is
probably not one among them all
who has been able to collect his
salary. The beloved pastor of Ka- -

waiahao we know to be one of the
very chief offenders in this regard.
and what makes his course more
contumacious is the fact that he
has continued in it for years. If
the attitude of Alapai and his fel-

low deacons is to be a model for all
Hawaiian Christians, about the
only person qualified for a Ha-

waiian pastorate will be Mr. J. W.
Luning.

THE SHELDON CASE.

The hearing in the Sheldon case
took place at the meeting of the
Executive and Advisory Councils
April 3d, and occupied the whole
of the afternoon. A full report will
be found in this morning's issue.
The proceedings were of course in
open session and the spirit of the
Council was one of fairness, good
temper and moderation. President
Dole, who occupied a position anal- -

agous to that of a Judge presiding
at a jury trial, gave the defendant
the benefit of every doubt, and
generally ruled in his favor. The
prosecution called several witnesses
to prove the fact of publication,
and Sheldon's editorship. The de-

fense called no witnesses, and Mr.
Sheldon did not take the stand.

At half-pa- st four the question of
guilty or not guilty was put, all.
voted "Guilty," except Mr. Cecil
Brown whose objections were of a
technical nature merely. A motion
to fix the penalty at 30 days im
prisonment was lost, and the sen-

tence remains in suspension.
We believe the course of the

Council in this matter to have
been necessary and wise, but it
accomplishes nothing of its
object as long as the publica-
tions objected to are allowed Jto

continue. Journals of the Holo-mu- a

stripe would be stopped by a
mob, and its editors lynched, if it
were issued in a time of political
excitement anywhere in the United
States. The hotheads of Honolulu
are ready at a word to mete out
like measure here. We would earn-

estly dissuade them from anything
of the sort. The party of the Gov-

ernment should be first in its re-

spect for law and countenance
noihing which savors for illegality
or violence. It is the Executive
which should adopt a course which
by its firmness will remove the
temptations of the impatient. The
fullest scope should be allowed to
free discussion, and the right of
dignified criticism in no manner
abridged, but dieloyalfy to the ex
isting Government, whether in in-

dividuals or in the press, should be
put down with a firm hand.

THE JAPANESE QUESTION.

The attitude of Japan towards
Hawaii and the Hawaiian question
has been the subject of as much

rumor and counter-rumo- r, assertion
and denial, as can well be crowded
into an otherwise busv month. The
allegations which were published
in the Adveutisek a fortnight since
brought a flat denial from the Jap-

anese Consul-GeneralTan- d those to
which currency has again been
given have encountered a similar
fate. It is not really hard, how-

ever, out of this mass of conflicting
matter to evolve a certain unity,
and to form a pretty consistent no-

tion of the real policy of Japan.
The Naniwa is one of the finest

cruisers in the Japanese navy, and
she was sent here to protect the
Japanese interests in Hawaii, which
are more important than those of
any other power except the United
States. The mission was as legiti-

mate as the mission of a warship
could well be, and the explanation
of it vouchsafed by Mr. Fugii is all
sufficient. On the other hand it is
more than likely that Japan has
entertained with more or less
vagueness ambitious designs in
regard to these islands, which she
is not now altogether pleased to
see baulked. In her new national
life she is a young and enterpris
ing power reaching out into the
Western world, and very willing
to play a leading role there.
Her position in the North Pacific
suggests naval control of its waters,
and Hawaii is a convenient point
at which to establish an outpost
for the new Japanese power and
civilization. Her great emigrating
population, quick to seize new ideas
and adapt itsolf to new situations,
offers her a simple and easy means
of conquering Hawaii by absorp-
tion. In this state of affairs she
cannot be well pleased at the turn
affairs have taken, and it is an
open secret that she is not.

On the matter of the foreign
policy of Japan, the denials of
Consul-Gener- al Fugii may be taken
in a rickwickian sense. There
would be an end of all diplomacy
if the professors of this ancient
calling did not enjoy a special dis-

pensation for the offense of saying
things which they do not mean.
Like ourselves at this moment,
they diplomatically employ a cir-

cumlocution. Mr. Fugii is a man
of the world, w ho understands his
business thoroughly, and who there-
fore understands thoroughly that it
is no part of this business to share
the secrets of the Japanese Foreign
Office with reporters.

Will Japan then attempt any in
terference in Hawaiian affairs?
Not at all. The notion is perfectly
illusory. As long as the United
States makes any claim to a voice
in Hawaii, Japan will remain
strictly quiescent. There may be
some impulsive young officers on
board the Naniwa who would like
to match their ship against the
Boston, but their wishes will have
about as much influence on the
movements of the vessel as incant-
ations on a flock of sheep. The
policy of the Japanese Government
is undoubtedly, as Mr. Fugii as-

serts, one of strict
and it will remain so as long as the
traditions of the State Department
at Washington remain what they
have been ever since the days of
Daniel Webster.

MORE OPIUM MISSING.

Five Tins are Taken From the
Finance OfE.ce.

The Minister of Finance has
made the interesting discovery
that five tins of opium have been
abstracted from the box of the
stuff which Mr. Bush captured
while in the Legislature. The
Registrar of Public Accounts, Mr.
F S. Pratt, receipted for this
opium to the Secretary of the
Legislature, but it appears that he
did not take the precaution even
to teal the box, much less lock it
up. This is a fine specimen of the
methods of doing busine.--s which
have hitherto prevailed in the
Fiiiiuice Office. There were origin-
ally about fifty tins of 0iium m
the Ikix. Minister Porter teems
very much alive, and is making a
r.uiiiher of interesting dfecovenes-- .

ITttto Anm mi. run I ilttfl rmiut.r
printing at the Gazftte Office.
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5 Per Cent. Depenture Policy
ISSUED

The Mutual Life Ins. Co.
OF NEW YORK.

Richard A. McCurdy, - President.

Assets ... - 8175,084,156.61.
Informa'ion reganiinc this form of policy, or any p.irticnlars concerning the

various other forms of policies. Issued by The JIutnal Life Inaur.nce Company may
bo obtained Of

S. B. HOSE,
, General Agent, Hawaiian Islands.
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Hardware, Builders and General,
always up to the times in quality, styles and prices.

Plantation Supplies,
a full assortment to suit the various demand .

Steel Plows,
made expressly for Island work with extra part- -.

Cultivator's Cane Knives.

Agricultural Implements,
Hoes, Shovels, Forks, Mattocks, etc., etc.

Carpenters', Blacksmiths'
and Machinists' Tools?

Screw Plates, Taps and Dies, Twist Drills,

Paints and Oils, Brushes, Glass,
Asbestos Hair Felt and Felt Mixture.

Blake's Steam Pumps,
Weston's Centrifugals.

SEWING MACHINES, Wilcox & Gibhs, and Remington.

; Lubricating Oils quality and efficiency surpassed
by none.

fipnorn! ftfornhsnriico it not possible to
viuiiui ui iiiui uiiuiiuiuu, we have.
there anything you want, come and ask for it, vou will be
politely treated. No trouble to goods.

3278-tf--d MOMf-- w

JOHN JNTOTT,
IMPORTER AND TYTO A T.TTiTT. UJ--

-
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Steel and Iron Eanges, Stoves and Fixtures,.
.HOUSEKEEPING MODS AHD KITCHEN DTM8I18.

HUTE WARE IN GBEAT VARIETY,
White, Gray and "Silver-plate- d.

RUBBER HOSE I
LIFT AND FORCE PUMPS. WATER CLOSETS, METALS,

Plumbers' Stock, Water and Sell Pipes.

Plumbing, Tin, Copper and Sheet Iron Work,
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